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HABS Ho*   ILL-138 

HA65 

CAPTAIN WiULIS HOUS£ 
Kane  Gounty 

Geneva,   Illinois 

Owner*.    Dr.  Raymond 0.  ^cott 

Date of Erection:    Between.: 185Q and 1857. 

Architect:       Unknown.. 

Builder;       Captain Charles B.   **ells. 

Present Condition:    Good. 

Kumber  of stories:     Two. 

Materials of Construction:     otucco^n-cL Trartr2- 

Other.existing Kecords:     Photographs. 

Additional Data:      (Gee  following sheetj. 
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SOURCES 

Dr. Raymond        The Commissioners of Kane County, 
C. Scott.      Allen*P. Hubbard, William B. West and 

Noah B. Spalding acquired the property 
on which this house was built from the 
United States Government, June 1, 1845. 
Captain Charles B. Wells obtained title 
to the land from them by a quit claim 
deed, April 13, 1850. He built this 
house sometime before it was sold to 
William Briggs, owner of the Briggs House 
in Chicago, for a consideration of $4250, 
on February 7, 1857. The property passed 
into the hands of his widow, Margaret 
B. Gulliver by a warranty deed, March 
30, 1857.  On April 8, 1887 Dr. Francis 
H. Blackman purchased the property from 
her heirs, Catherine G. Gibbs, her hus- 
band, Aaron Gibbs, Mary E. Gwynne and 
her husband, John A. Gwynne. 

Dr. Blackman stated that Dr. H.W. 
Crawford, Captain Well's physician, gave 
Captain Wells the dimensions for the con- 
struction of the building and it is stated 
by Captain Wells* daughter that he took 
the design and dimensions for the Doric 
columns from the Encyclopedia Brittannica. 

Many alterations and additions make 
it impossible to determine the original 
extent of the structure.  The portico and 
the central structure are, however, defin- 
itely a part of the original building. 

The present owner is Dr. Raymond G. 
Scott, who purchased the building and 
property from Dr. Blackman, December 28, 
1901. . f f 
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